27th September, 2006,
PRESS RELEASE- for immediate release
The SLMDA’s “Know your Status” Drive a Success!
The Saint Lucia Medical & Dental Association (SLMDA) is very pleased to report the success of its “Know your Status- Do the Test” Drive, which was executed over the 2006 Carnival Season.

The aims of the project were to promote safe & healthy sexual lifestyles at all times, to train members of the SLMDA in Voluntary Counseling and Testing (VCT), and to encourage members of the public to know their status, by doing the HIV test.

Forty doctors & dentists were trained in VCT & Rapid HIV testing. Public demand in the south has resulted in to two further workshops for SLMDA members being scheduled for October, in Vieux Fort. 
Preliminary reporting has revealed that over 300 persons took the opportunity to receive counseling on safe sexual practices and did the rapid HIV tests at doctors’ offices. Most of the persons tested were between the ages of 15-45 years, with women out numbering men almost 3:1. In addition, National HIV testing increased over 200% during the period of the “Know your Status” campaign, from an average of 550 persons tested per month to well over 1200 persons during the month of August!
Due to the overwhelming public response to this drive, The St. Lucia Medical and Dental Association  has decided to continue to  offer Voluntary Counseling and Rapid HIV testing, at private doctors’ offices beyond the project period.  Further information regarding rapid HIV testing can be obtained at the SLMDA office.
We particularly wish to thank The National AIDS Progarmme Secretariat, media houses, Renwick & Co Ltd, Carnival band leaders, and all the other persons who helped make this project a success.

We look forward to your continued support with our next public health education project, which will focus on ‘Child Sexual Abuse”, and will be launched in October, 2006. 
